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said Todt. "It is simply a necessity that is forcing itself
on us; by clearing a few obstacles out of its way, we can
shorten the painful transition process. Jiinger is literature,
but this is compulsion, Take America as an example. The
people there are well on the road to accomplishing in their
own fashion what we are striving to achieve with the assist-
ance of National Socialism, Ten million or more un-
employed in this competent, industrious nation! Do you
think that can go on ad infinitum? Do you really believe
the economic process will absorb them of its own accord?
Well, what then? We must get rid of slipshod economics
and slipshod politics. So far it's all been just a playground
for people who've learnt nothing. Now our day has come,
and the planning engineer will take the politician's place."

Koch, the East Prussian Gauleiter, also took part in our
conversation. I found it strange that he did not combat
these ideas. Obviously they were more widespread among
the higher officials of the party than might have been sup-
posed.

"If an industrial concern doesn't function properly/* said
Todt, starting off again, "you call in a mechanical engineer,
who overhauls the plant and finds out where tilings have
gone wrong* Today it's up to us to overhaul the entire
plant of 'human society and the State/ Unfortunately we
find the whole plant is hopelessly out of date and can't be
modernized by putting in extra machinery. So we are
drawing up a plan for a new plant. What are social and
economic problems? They are the tasks to be attacked by
the technical experts of a new order. Social processes are
transformations of energy. Economic processes are changes
in the network or the distributional area of our system of
control of human energy,5*